
Low Moor Explosion 21st August 1916 – 2016 Commemoration Events 

It had long been the intention of the Low Moor Local History Group to 

commemorate the 100th anniversary of the munitions explosion in some way. To 

this end we had been collecting references and contacts for many years and this 

helped up in the research and events of the past year. What follows is a summary 

of what we did. 

  



Reprinted Publication – The Low Moor Explosion – a mystery explained  

Ronald Blackwell, a lecturer at Coventry 

Lanchester Polytechnic wrote a book in 1986 

about the explosion because of his interest in the  

technical side of the disaster.  Low Moor 

researchers, John and Colleen Nicoll, assisted him 

with local research.  This publication has long been 

out of print and with his permission we set about 

have a re-print published.  

With his agreement we also added the following 

items which help to tell a fuller story. 

 Ronald Blackwell’s article first published in 1987 

in volume 3, pp. 11-20, of the third series of The Bradford Antiquary, the 

journal of the Bradford Historical and Antiquarian Society. This gives a revised 

list of the dead which corrects some errors in the book. 

 A list of the dead compiled in 2016 by Barbara Reardon and Mary Twentyman, 

members of Low Moor Local History Group, which adds two “new” names and 

includes what they believe are the correct spellings, ages, addresses and 

occupations of the people involved.  

 We also added the transcription of a citation submitted to the Secretary of 

State recommending that Superintendent Robert John Forbes* of the Bradford 

Fire Brigade receive recognition for his bravery. 

*Note: The heroism of Robert John Forbes did not come to light during research 

in the 1980’s, possibly because he and his family emigrated to Australia in 1920 

and his contribution was forgotten by those surviving.  

The re-print has since sold out, but we still have copies of the 2016 additions 

costing £1.00. These were intended for people who already had the original 1986 

book, but wanted the updated material.  

  



New Publication – Yellow Poppies by Barbara Reardon and Mary Twentyman 

Since the 1980s new sources have become 

available, most notably census data and the 

ability to search some newspapers digitally, and 

sources will continue to appear as the one 

hundred years embargo passes.  This new book 

gives biographical details of all of those who 

died and also those who received national 

awards for their bravery.  It contains many  

photographs of the people and places 

mentioned.  

 

 

 

 

Illustrated Talk – The Low Moor Munitions Explosion  

This talk was originally prepared for the 5th 

May 2016 meeting of the Low Moor Local 

History Group and also included the launch of 

the two books mentioned above.  A capacity 

audience of over 100 people came to hear 

Geoff Twentyman, Mary Twentyman and 

Barbara Reardon tell the story of the events 

that unfolded on Monday 21st August 1916.  

Since that time the talk has been given to 

several other Antiquarian and Local History 

Groups in the area. 

 

 

 

 



Musical Presentation – Low Moor 1916 – 10th June and 9th September  

Written by Mary Twentyman, this was a presentation by the Low Moor Comical 

Company, in words, images, music and song commemorating the people involved 

in, and the events surrounding, the explosion.   

 The action started on New Year’s Eve 1915 

 We met some of the occupants of Low Moor as the Great War begins to 

affect their lives. 

 We learnt a little about the area and the country in general from the local 

school children 

 The men of Low Moor were engaged in a variety of occupations and they 

were keen to share their stories with us 

 As conscription came in for the first time families faced painful partings 

 July brought sadness to the area as the Battle of Somme claimed its 

casualties 

 We looked forward to a wedding and some went on their holidays – but 

things were about to change when a series of explosions wrecked the area.  

 The events of Monday 21st August 1916 were revisited and their tragic 

aftermath examined along with a commemoration of those who died. 

The Low Moor Comical Company comprised : Edna Barker, Ken Hudson, Sandie 

Hudson, Geoff Twentyman and Mary Twentyman who played all the parts. 

Barbara Reardon was the narrator and Sharon Haigh looked after the technical  

bits.  

 

It is hoped that another 

performance of  

Low Moor 1916  

will take place in  

Bradford Cathedral during 

November of 2017  



The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, the Rev Geoff Reid and Mrs Chris Reid came 

to the first performance.  £650 which represented the profits from both 

performances was given to the Lord Mayor’s Fund – for Young Minds.  The Lord 

Mayor invited the members of the company to tea and cakes at City Hall on 27th 

October when the cheque was presented.  

 

 

 

 

 

  



Memorial Plaque – Unveiled 10th August 2016 

In 1924 a memorial to the six firemen killed was erected in the form of a statue 

at Scholemoor Cemetery. In 2003 it was transferred to Birkenshaw Fire 

Headquarters.  

In 2002 a plaque in memory of all the casualties was erected in Victoria Park, 

Oakenshaw. But there had never been a memorial naming ALL those who died. 

On 10th August 2016 a plaque was unveiled by Councillor Sarah Ferriby on the 

Spen Valley Greenway near to the site of the explosion, which is now underneath 

a land fill site. Many descendants and relatives of those who had been killed or 

assisted in the rescue, were present.   

 

The plaque was financed by the Low Moor Local History Group from profits from 

the reprint of Ronald Blackwell’s book.  This had been his original aim in 1986 but 

had not come about. A grant from a local firm also assisted in off-setting 

expenses.  

  



Heritage Walk – 10th August 2016 and 11th September 2016  

Following the unveiling of the above plaque a short guided walk to the site of the 

explosion followed. 

This was repeated in a longer form as part of the Heritage weekend in September 

and over 50 people joined Geoff, Mary and Barbara as they told the story again 

near the pace it happened.  

 

  



New Walks Leaflet   

Low Moor Local History Group has issued a series of four 

walks around the district and these can be picked up at our 

meetings or downloaded from our website …. 

 

 

 

A new walk telling the story of the explosion has been prepared this year and 

added to the website.  

We are grateful to BASF who 

have supported us by printing 

paper copies of all our leaflets.  

  



A Trio of Banners  

Three banners were prepared from our instructions by Pride Design of 

Buttershaw and these were on display at our events. The banners also spent time 

at Wyke, Wibsey and Bradford Local Studies Library during the summer and 

appeared at City Hall over Heritage Weekend.  They now have a permanent home 

at “Under the Clock” the police museum in City Hall.   

We are grateful to Bradford Council for a Community Chest Grant which went 

towards the purchase of the banners. 

  



Organised by the West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service 

Sunday 21st August 2016 – Memorial and Thanksgiving Service  

A memorial and thanksgiving service to mark the centenary of an explosion at 

Low Moor Munitions Company near Bradford which claimed 40 lives and 

seriously injured 60 others was held at St Paul’s Church in Birkenshaw. 

During the service at West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue headquarters a memorial to 

the victims was rededicated. 

 

Chief fire officer Simon Pilling said: "It was a devastating event that took the lives 

of 40 people and injured up to 100 others. 

"We felt it was fitting to mark the centenary here at fire service headquarters as 

we've been able to relocate the statue from Scholemoor Cemetery to here, where 

we have renovated and restored it." 

Among those attending the service was David Crosby, from Vancouver, whose 

grandfather, Knighton Pridmore, was one of the firefighters killed in the 

explosion. 

An exhibition marking the centenary also opened at Bradford City Hall.  

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leeds-37118446


Our reflections looking back  

It’s been a busy year – too busy at times! But we feel we have achieved what we 

set out to do – to bring the events of that day in 1916 to the attention of the local 

and wider community.  In the past the contribution and sacrifice of the fireman 

had been the most remembered outcome of the explosion.  We wanted to also 

highlight the effect it had on local people and the local community who lost 

friends and family and many were homeless for a considerable period as repairs 

to property were made.  

An unexpected outcome of this project has been the contacts we have made with 

the families of those who died or were involved in the rescue. For most of them 

it was an event which was not spoken of and they had little notion of what had 

happened. We have been privileged to accompany them on a journey of 

discovery into the past.  We have made some good friendships and along the way 

have found some answers and laid to rest some ghosts.  Thank you to all of you – 

you know who you are.   

Geoff, Mary and Barbara 

   


